
Seasonal Weight Restrictions 
 

 

Information related to seasonal weight restrictions comes from  

ACT 300 of 1949 section 257.722. 

 

 

Seasonal Weight Restrictions on all county roads under the Road Commission jurisdiction, with 

the exception of “All Weather Roads” during the period as designated “frost law” are as follows:  

on concrete pavements or pavements with a concrete base are reduced by 25% from the 

maximum axle load; all other types of roads during these months are reduced by 35% from 

the maximum axle loads in addition to reducing speeds to 35mph depending on the truck size 

and axle spacing.  This also applies to empty trucks if they weigh over 10,000 lbs.    

 

This does not apply to vehicles transporting agricultural commodities on streets under the 

jurisdiction of a local road agency, these types of vehicles may apply for a Seasonal Permit at 

Road Commission office.  The permits shall contain the minimum following information: 

 

a) The designated route 

b) The date and time period covered. 

c) The maximum speed limit (the St. Joseph County Road Commission) has established 

a 35 MPH speed limit on all granted season permits. 

 

Seasonal weight restrictions do not apply to public utility vehicles in cases of emergency.  In 

non-emergency situations a seasonal permit may be obtained for each vehicle. 

 

The state transportation department and/or a county road commission for roads under their 

jurisdictions shall grant exemptions from seasonal weight restrictions for milk on specified 

routes when requested in writing.   

 

“Agricultural commodities” means those plants and animals useful to human beings produced 

by agriculture and includes, but is not limited to, forages and sod crops, grains and feed crops, 

field crops, dairy and dairy products, poultry and poultry products, cervidae, livestock, including 

breeding and grazing, equine, fish and other aquacultural products, bees and bee products, 

berries, herbs, fruits, vegetables, flowers, seeds, grasses, nursery stock, mushrooms, fertilizer, 

livestock bedding, farm equipment, and fuel for agricultural use.  The term does not include trees 

or lumber. 

 

Cost of Blanket Permit is $55.00 / Single Use Permit is $35.00 – must specify single date 

 

 


